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1/9/2020 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what consideration it has given to the suggestion by Who Cares? Scotland of 

introducing a tutoring scheme to help the learning of pupils in care recover after the 

COVID-19 lockdown. (S5W-31095) 

Maree Todd: COVID-19 has put us all in an unprecedented, challenging situation. 

We know that the closure of schools and the pandemic will have had a significant 

impact on children and young people’s wellbeing and consequently our return to 

schools guidance has prioritised the importance of considering their wellbeing as 

part of their plans for return to school. 

Lockdown has been a particularly challenging period for many care experienced 

and disadvantaged young people. It is essential that schools implement a 

comprehensive support package that meets their needs. 

Our mission to reduce the poverty-related attainment gap remains central to our 

plans. The £33 million Care Experienced Children and Young People Fund, which 

includes £11.6 million for this academic year, is being provided to local authorities 

to fund initiatives and interventions aimed at improving the educational outcomes 

of care experienced children and young people. Some local authorities have used 

the funding to establish tutoring programmes and other initiatives such as 

mentoring, counselling services and driving lessons have been supported through 

the fund. To further enhance the support for learners, we have ensured local 

authorities and schools can redirect Attainment Scotland Funding to help mitigate 

the impact of school closures on our most disadvantaged families. 

We have also allocated a further £135 million over the next two years to support 

the return to school. This new funding will see us invest to tackle the impact of 

coronavirus in our schools, and will include investment in teaching resources and 

other work to support children and young people’s health and wellbeing and 

attainment. £80 million of this new funding will be allocated to local authorities to 

recruit additional teachers and support staff. 

As part of earlier announcements in May, the First Minister committed £30 million to 

support digital inclusion for disadvantaged learners. This includes 

providing digital devices and connectivity, to give extra help to young people 

without access to technology. Part of this package is the provision of laptops, 

some bundled with a free internet connection when required, for distribution by 

local authorities to learners who need them at the start of the new term. 

As the Independent Care Review has concluded and has now moved into its next 

phase The Promise, we remain committed to supporting this work. An initial 

investment of £4 million has been allocated to the Promise Fund, which will support 

early intervention and prevention work across Scotland in line with implementation 

of The Promise and our vision for holistic family support. An immediate priority of 

the Promise Fund will be support for the reopening of schools and in the longer 

term, the fund will support the implementation of a framework for family support, 
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where proposals have been put forward by the COVID-19 Children and Families 

Leadership Group. 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 

what reason (a) the funding for nurseries during the lockdown is based on funded 

place income while the Transitional Support Fund is based on capacity, (b) it 

decided to use a variable benefit for nurseries to address overhead costs, in light 

of them being predominantly fixed in nature and (c) it provided a variable funding 

solution for nurseries biased towards funded places.(S5W-31279) 

Maree Todd: The Scottish Government committed to maintaining existing funding 

streams to funded providers throughout lockdown to give added assurance that 

any financial pressure resulting from the loss of private income would not be 

compounded with the withdrawal of funded hours payments. 

There was a clear understanding within Government that most funded providers 

would have forecast their yearly finances based on the assumption that these 

payments would continue, clearly not knowing what lay ahead once we were in the 

grips of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

This commitment, has supported providers and protected capacity in the sector 

while closures where necessary. The continued payments that local authorities 

have provided to their funded providers through this period, while settings 

remained closed, has helped ensure financial sustainability in the sector. From 10 

August where settings have chosen to remain closed, local authorities are no 

longer required to make funded hour payments to these ELC settings. 

 
In contrast, The Transitional Support Fund, was developed in reaction to the hard 

hitting financial effects and designed to help day-care of childcare providers in the 

private, voluntary and not-for profit sectors, including out-of- school care 

providers, meet the extra costs incurred to comply with public health guidance in 

response to COVID-19. The COVID-19 operating gui ance 
has significant financial implications (including physical adaptations and additional 
staffing) for settings. As such, the Transitional Support Fund was 
developed to offer support to help mitigate these costs. 
 
The amount awarded to each setting is based on registered capacity, allowing the 

costs of adaptations required as capacity increases to be met. Costs are 

demonstrably higher for a setting registered for 100 children as opposed to 10 

children. Adaptation costs are not fixed and vary with registered capacity and 

premises size. 

 

The eligibility criteria and payments structure for the Transitional Support Fund 

make no distinction between those providers who deliver funded ELC hours and 

those who do not. Scottish Government recognises that costs of adaptation are 

not affected by funded status. 

 

More broadly, The Scottish Government and UK Government introduced a range 

of measures to support businesses through the closure period, including the 

Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, the Self-employment Income Support 
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Scheme, and the Bounce Back Loan Scheme, more details can be found here - 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19- support-to-childcare-

sector/pages/private-and-third-sector-providers-financial- support/. 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 

what reason local authorities are not rolling out 1,140 hours of funded early 

learning and childcare in 2020-21, in light of many private, voluntary and 

independent (PVI) settings reportedly having capacity to do this. (S5W-31282) 

Maree Todd: When the extent of the pandemic became clear we took the decision 

to suspend the universal statutory duty on local authorities to provide 1140 hours 

of Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) which had been due to commence in 

August 2020. This was an extremely difficult decision, but one the Scottish 

Government considered necessary due to the significant impact that the pandemic 

has had on the ability for capital infrastructure projects to be completed and for 

recruitment to take place. The Scottish Government remains fully committed to our 

plan to nearly double funded ELC hours. 

 
Local authorities continue to be funded in full to deliver the 1140 expansion 
programme and are continuing to progress their 1140 expansion plans where 
resources allow. It is recognised that local authorities and PVI providers have 
already expanded their ELC capacity in anticipation of the 1140 expansion, to 
varying degrees, and that application of the guidance on safe reopening may affect 
the extent to which that capacity can be fully utilised at this time. It is critical to the 
future roll out of 1140 hours that this expanded capacity is protected and 
maintained. We have encouraged local authorities to work in partnership with funded 
providers to commission provision beyond the 600 
hours, and many authorities are doing so. 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 

what reason local authorities have to meet the cost of the provision of childcare 

during the lockdown for families of keyworkers, in light of this cost normally being 

met by the families themselves, and whether this approach has been funded from 

money previously allocated for the provision of 1,140 hours of funded early 

learning and childcare. (S5W-31283) 

Maree Todd:The Covid-19 Pandemic has put us all in an unprecedented, 
challenging situation, and the Scottish Government recognises that over these past 
few months that every aspect of our national life has been affected by this crisis. 
Following the closure of schools and early learning and childcare settings on 20 
March 2020, the Scottish Government and local authorities worked together to 
ensure that key workers with no other option for childcare could request to access 
critical childcare to allow them to continue to play their vital role in the national 
response to Covid-19. Vulnerable children were also able to access critical childcare 
during these periods of closure, including children with complex additional support 
needs and those with care experience. 
 
In recognition of the vital roles that key workers were undertaking, often putting 

their own and their families health in danger, Ministers took the decision that 

where local authorities made a critical childcare offer this would be free at the 
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point of access during the emergency response period. Local authorities delivered 

this, coordinating local provision, where possible, with the private and third sector, 

including childminders. 

 

To support local authorities to deliver this Ministers confirmed that funding 

previously ring fenced to deliver the 1140 hours expansion along with other ring 

fenced funding streams including the Pupil Equity Fund, Attainment Challenge 

funding and Regional Improvement Collaborative funding, could be used flexibly to 

meet the costs associated with supporting children and families during the 

pandemic, including critical childcare. 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 

light of the importance it places on the early learning and childcare sector, for 

what reason nurseries are not eligible for (a) the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience 

Fund and (b) other grant funding to sustain them as businesses during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. (S5W-31284 

Maree Todd: The Scottish Government introduced a range of measures to support 

businesses (including eligible childcare providers) through the closure period. 

Nurseries were able to apply for support through the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience 

Fund. Applications to the Fund were assessed against the published criteria with 

the Enterprise Agency’s trained assessors applying a consistent appraisal 

methodology to each application. 

Some nurseries received support through the Small Business Support Grant (part 

of the £1 billion Business Support Fund). The Business Support Grant scheme, 

which closed for new applications on 10 July, made £10,000 grants available to 

non-domestic ratepayers with properties in receipt of: 

• Small Business Bonus Scheme relief (SBBS) or Rural Relief. Rate payers 

were eligible for SBBS if they have an individual property with a rateable 

value of up to £18,000, and a cumulative rateable value of up to 

£35,000. 

• Nursery Relief , Disabled Relief, Business Growth Accelerator, 

discretionary Sports Relief, Enterprise Areas Relief, Fresh Start Relief, or 

Charitable Rate Relief but eligible for SBBS. 

Third sector providers may also be able to access support through the Scottish 

Government’s Third Sector Resilience Fund. 

In addition, to support childcare providers the Scottish Government and Local 

Authorities guaranteed that payments for the statutory early learning and childcare 

entitlement continued for the duration of closures, regardless of whether providers 

were open or closed. 

On 16 July we announced that the Scottish Government will make funding of 
£11.2 million available, through a Transitional Support Fund for childcare providers. 
 
The Transitional Support Fund will help childcare providers in the private, voluntary 

and not for profit sectors, including out-of-school care providers, meet the extra 

costs incurred to comply with public health guidance in response to COVID-19. 



 

The Transitional Support Fund will open for applications on 3 September 2020. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government whether its guidance to schools regarding the 

management of COVID-19 infection control states that schools must send a child 

home on the presentation of any symptoms of illness, irrespective of 

the symptoms being linked to COVID-19. (S5W-31421) 

John Swinney: Following the return of schools after a prolonged break, it is 

common for colds and similar viral infections to circulate. In many cases, children 

will be well enough to attend school and continue their learning with little or no 

interruption to their education. In other cases, for instance where they have quite a 

heavy cold with a runny nose, headache etc, they may need to take a day or two 

off to recover. There is no need to self-isolate for 14 days, no need for their 

household to isolate, and no need to get tested for COVID-19. 

When a child or young person is absent from school due to ill health, there is a 

statutory duty for education authorities to ensure that they continue to receive 

educational provision whilst they are absent from school (if there absence is 

expected to last longer than 5 days). Guidance is available in relation to the 

education of children and young people unable to attend school due to ill health, 

which offers a reference source to education authorities. This guidance is on our 

website: https://www.gov.scot/publications/guidance- education-children-unable-

attend-school-due-ill-health/pages/2/ . 

Guidance on Children and young people or staff displaying Covid-19 

symptoms is available on our website: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on- 

reopening-school-age-childcare-services/pages/infection-prevention-and- 

control/#illness 

3/9/2020 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government what guidance it is giving to universities and colleges 

regarding residential living for students where halls or shared flats have more than 

three households living in the same accommodation. (S5W-31391) 

Richard Lochhead: On 1 September 2020, the Scottish Government published 

the ‘Coronavirus (COVID-19): universities, colleges and student accommodation 

providers guidance’, which came into effect immediately. 

The guidance: 

• Reiterated the importance of forming and adhering to established and 

agreed student households to mitigate the risk of infection and reduce the 

size of any outbreaks which may occur. 

• Explained that 
 

o Where accommodation is provided in the form of flats with shared cooking and 

bathroom facilities each “cluster flat” will normally be considered a household. 
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o If student accommodation is provided in a different format, for example longer 

corridors of single rooms, the composition of “household” will be informed by the 

areas shared by groups of students. In these circumstances, the size of the 

household should be considered carefully to ensure students can access facilities 

safely and in line with physical distancing guidelines. 

 
• Set out requirements in relation to physical distancing in 

accommodation, the use of face coverings and enhanced clearing 

regimes for all shared areas of cluster flats. 

 
4/9/2020 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government when the revised plans for the 2020-21 exam season will be 

(a) confirmed and (b) announced by the Education Recovery Group. (S5W-31359) 

John Swinney: We are taking action to prepare arrangements for the 

assessment of national qualifications in 2021. The Scottish Qualifications 

Authority has consulted on potential modifications to qualifications and the 
2021 exam timetable. The responses to these consultations are currently being 
considered and a decision will be announced as soon as possible following that. 
 

Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government what information it received about the tolerable range that 

was employed by the SQA ahead of the exam results moderation. (S5W-31360) 

John Swinney: I commissioned the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) to 

develop an alternative approach to certification in the absence of the 2020 exam 

diet, consistent with their role as an independent awarding body. I was informed of 

the moderation outcome on 30 July 2020. 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government what information it received regarding proposals to moderate 

exam results ahead of the proposed results being shared on 30 July 2020, and 

whether it will place copies of this in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre 

(SPICe). (S5W-31361) 

John Swinney: I was briefed on the alternative certification model when the 

Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) published their outline approach, and I 

received a verbal briefing on 30 July on the detail of the process. 

 

Professor Mark Priestley is already looking at the events leading up the SQA 

awards on 4 August. The review will be provided with correspondence between 

the SQA and myself. Professor Priestley will provide a report on his findings in 

September. 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government what information regarding moderated exam results was 

shared with (a) the Education Recovery Group and (b) other stakeholders ahead of 

the initial release of the results. (S5W-31362) 



John Swinney: I confirm that detailed information relating to the moderation 

outcome was not shared with either the Education Recovery Group or other 

stakeholders in advance of publication of the Scottish Qualifications Authority results 

on 4 August. This is consistent with the treatment of exam results and awarding 

methodology employed in previous years. 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government on what date it was made aware of the difference in exam 
moderation rates in different areas of affluence, and whether it will place a copy of 
the notification in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre 
(SPICe). (S5W-31363) 

John Swinney: I was informed of the broad outcomes from the 2020 SQA national 

qualifications on 30 July. 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government what discussions and/or correspondence it had with the SQA 

after it was informed about the outcome of the moderated exam results, and 

whether it will place details of this in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre 

(SPICe). (S5W-31364) 

John Swinney: Under the Education (Scotland) Act 1996, I directed the Scottish 

Qualifications Authority (SQA) to reverse all downgraded results to the original 

teacher estimates and to retain those results which were upgraded by SQA as set 

out in my statement to Parliament on 11 August. 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government whether it planned to use a similar system of moderation for 

the 2020-21 exams before it announced that “details will be provided separately 

before schools return on 11 August, regarding the approach for the assessment of 

national qualifications for the 2020-21 session”. (S5W-31365) 

John Swinney: The Education Recovery Group, which I chair, is continuing to 

consider the recovery phase of the education system, including delivery of the 

assessment of national qualifications in 2020-2021. 

 

The Scottish Qualifications Authority recently consulted on potential modifications to 

qualifications and the 2021 exam timetable and the outcomes will be published as 

soon as possible. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government for what reason children are allowed to interact out 

with a set social bubble in large outdoor gatherings but unable to do so when at 

school. (S5W-31411) 

John Swinney: Guidance on school reopening has been informed by the advice 

of the Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children’s Issues, and 
developed in partnership with the Education Recovery Group. It sets out a range of 
important mitigations to allow schools to reopen safely and minimise 
risks for pupils and staff. 
 



There are sound reasons for approaches to physical distancing and group 

gatherings to vary in different contexts, including the drawing of judgements about 

cumulative risk across the whole of society and the features of distinct 

environments. 

 

In the school environment there is the potential for significantly larger numbers of 

children and young people to come together and mix on a daily basis than is 

normally the case in wider society. Our guidance on school reopening makes 

clear that, by keeping children and young people in consistent groups in the 

school environment wherever possible, the risks of direct transmission are 

reduced, and there can be quicker identification of those who need to self-isolate 

in the event of an outbreak, thus potentially reducing the overall number of 

children, young people and staff who cannot attend school in the event of a 

positive test for COVID-19. 

 
Our school reopening guidance remains under constant review, as does advice 

on households meeting outside of school settings. If fresh scientific evidence 

emerges or the path of the virus alters, we will update guidance accordingly to 

ensure the safety of school communities and the general public. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


